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for advice and as you are an expert in community matters I am prepared
to pass on your advice as my own and get the credit for being a man of
the world. You see, it is only a man of the world who can tackle village
problems, but the village mind can't tackle world affairs. I remember the
opening of the village Institute here, but there again, the classes wouldn't
mix; the housekeeper would not sit down with the maid; there are subde
gradations. I can remember one of my earliest experiences in life was my
father finding me playing with a certain little boy in the street and
telling me I was not to play with that little boy, giving me to understand
that he was a very inferior and objectionable kind of boy. I had not found
him so. I asked the reason and my father explained that his father kept a
shop. I said to my father: 'Well, but you keep a mill.' Therefore my
father pointed out to me that he sold things wholesale, and that this
little boy's father sold things retail; and it was part of my duty and part
of my honour to regard that boy as inferior though he was a more
vigorous and larger boy than myself. I have always maintained that
equality is essential to good breeding, but unfortunately equality is
incompatible with differences in income as the people on the lower income
level always tend to consider themselves superior to those above them. I
could have given diem each a copy of my Intelligent Woman s Guide, but I
haven't enough to go round. I gave the Warden my Political What's What
as a nerve restorer because print has that effect on illiterate people* I went
down to talk to" these girls. It was a very trying hal&hour. They knew
nothing about me and I could see that all the time they were making a
gallant effort to suppress their giggling. If they had laughed outright I
would not have minded because I am not unaccustomed to laughter. But
to see them regarding me with those knowing, smiling eyes put me right
out. I found myself giving them a little lecture on biology, saying: 'Killing
men did not matter so much so long as women were left. We could keep
the earth populated with one per cent of the men. I said: there was nothing
meaner than to throw socially necessary work upon others and then
disparage it as unworthy and indelicate. I begged of the mechanics not
to look down on the draughtsmen. I accepted the female as the superior
sex and appealed to her practical sense, her love of orderliness in. the home
to grapple with the world problems which face the inexperienced old
and the village problems which face the experienced young. My reception
was frigid. I don't think I increased the sale of my books by one. To see
if I could write, two or three girls very politely asked me for my auto-
graph, but I warned them that the most intelligent men I know cannot